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     INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
John McCarthy intends to apply to An Bord Pleanála for permission for a strategic housing development on 
lands at Bloomfield Park, Bracklin Road, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford with an overall area of c. 3.75 
hectares. We have been commissioned by John McCarthy to prepare a Construction & Environmental 
Management Plan Report for the proposed residential development.  
 
This report will form part of the strategic housing development (SHD) submitted to An Bord Pleanála. 

 
The development will consist of the construction of 100 no. dwellings and associated ancillary infrastructure as 
follows: 

• 46 no. 2 storey houses  

o 24 no. 3 bedroom houses [House Types 3A & 3B], 

o 20 no. 4 bedroom houses [House Types 4A, 4B and 4D],  

o 2 no. 5 bedroom houses [House Type 5]; 

• 4 no. 3 storey houses [House Type 4C],  

• 50 no. apartments/duplex apartments in 5 no. 3 storey buildings – (25 no. 2 bedroom apartments 

and 25 no. 3 bedroom duplex apartments) all with terrace; 

• Open space of c. 0.5 hectares, hard and soft landscaping (including public lighting) and open space 

(including boundary treatment), communal open space for duplex apartments; regrading/re-

profiling of site where required [including import/export of soil as required] along with single 

storey bicycle/bin stores, estate management store and ESB substation; 

• Vehicular and pedestrian access (including construction access) from the Bracklin Road and from 

a new junction off the Bracklin Park Link Road as well as 162 no. car parking spaces and 150 no. 

cycle spaces for the duplex apartments; 

• Surface water attenuation measures and underground attenuation systems as well as connection 

to water supply, and provision of foul drainage infrastructure; 

• All ancillary site development/construction/landscaping works, along with provision of 

footpath/public lighting/roadworks/landscaping on the Bracklin Park Link Road. 
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Figure 1 – Aerial photograph of the Site location (edged in red)  
relative to Edgeworthstown town centre Source: Google Maps 

 

Construction of the development involves the following principal elements: 
• Site strip. Earthworks associated with the construction of the houses and roads in the development. 

• Construction of new buildings - houses, duplex units, Estate Store, ESB substation 

• Construction of roads, footpaths & hard/soft landscaping. 

• Underground site services installation. Connection to public services. 

• Works to the Bracklin Park Link Road, including public lighting and landscaping on the road. 
 

1.2 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

This report has been prepared as part of the Planning Application for the Bloomfield Park development. 
The purpose of this report is to ensure that best construction management practices are applied to the site 
by the main contractor and that measures are in place during construction to reduce as much as possible 
the impact of the works on people, property and the environment. The contractor will be asked to develop 
this outline report further in line with their detailed requirements. 

 
There is also a Construction Waste & By Product Management Plan and Operational Waste Management 
Plan accompanying this planning application, they should be read in conjunction with this report. 
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Figure 2 – Photo of Site Viewing North Eastwards 

 

     SITE TOPOGRAPHY 
 

The site comprises open green fields with an approximate gradient of c. 7 metres from north to south. 
 
It is mostly bounded to the west and north west by open fields, with part of the northern boundary 
running alongside the boundary of former farm buildings and a dwelling.  
 
The site is bounded to the north east by the rear of seven existing bungalows, which bungalows are 
accessed off the main Bracklin Road.   
 
The Bracklin Park Link Road, which serves the existing Bracklin Park housing estate, is located at the 
east/south east part of the Bloomfield Park site. To the south east, the site is also bound by the rear 
gardens of some of the existing houses in the Bracklin Park housing estate.  
 
The site is mainly composed of agricultural fields bounded in the majority by hedgerows. The predominant 
habitats on the site are a mix of wet and improved agricultural grassland fields. In addition, there are 
hedgerows on raised banks alongside deep drainage ditches. Some minor sections of the hedgerows 
would be removed to facilitate the internal roads of the proposed development, however the majority of 
mature hedgerow is proposed to be maintained.  

 
 



 

Page 6 of 18 
 

        GROUND CONDITIONS 
 

A detailed site investigation report for the ground conditions will be required prior to construction to verify 
the bearing capacity of the soil strata supporting the dwellings foundations. These fieldworks will comprise 
of Cable Percussion Boreholes, Dynamic Probes, Window Samples, Trial Pits and CBR tests. 

 

     DEMOLITION 
 

A Cow Shelter is the only structure located on the site, which is of block construction and aluminum roof – see 
Photos below. The demolition of same will be routine. No other demolition work required on this site. 

 

  
Figure 3 – Photos of Cow Shelter to be Demolished 

 

 

     EARTHWORKS 
 

The draft bulk earthworks are associated with the site strip and with some levelling & re-grading of the site 
to accommodate road/footpath gradients as necessary. Excavated subsoil where available will be used as 
fill on the site. If the fill volume exceeds the cut volume , material will need to be imported onto site.  

 

Soil stripping, earthworks and stockpiling of soil will be carried out during the works. Stockpiles have the 
potential to cause negative impacts on air and water quality. The effects of soil stripping and stockpiling 
will be mitigated through the implementation of an appropriate earthworks handling protocol during 
construction. It is anticipated that any stockpiles will be formed within the boundary of the excavation and 
there will be no direct link or pathway from this area to any surface water body. It is anticipated that only 
local/low level of stockpiling will occur as the bulk of the material will be excavated either straight into 
trucks for transport off site or will be reused in other areas of the site as fill. Any excavated material to be 
disposed off-site will go to a licensed facility. 
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     NEW CONSTRUCTION 
 

In summary the construction of the development will involve the following: 

• Site strip. Earthworks associated with the construction of the houses and roads in the development. 

• Construction of new buildings - houses, duplex units, Estate Store, ESB substation 

• Construction of roads, footpaths & hard/soft landscaping. 

• Underground site services installation. Connection to public services. 

• Works to the Bracklin Park Link Road, including public lighting on the road. 
 

     CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
 

7.1 Construction Program & Phasing 

The project is intended to be constructed over five phases for commercial reasons as follows 

Year 1 (2022) – 19 Units 

Year 2 (2023) – 21 Units 

Year 3 (2024) – 20 Units 

Year 4 (2025) – 20 Units 

Year 5 (2026) – 20 Units 

Refer to Drawing No.s 2, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 & 2.4 for more detail on the above Phases and specific Construction 
Access for each Phase. Construction Access for Phase 1 will be off the Bracklin Park Link Road, with 
Construction Access for all remaining Phases via a new temporary access off the Bracklin Road, where 
proposed unit 99 in the final Phase will be constructed. 

 

7.2 Hoarding & Site Security 

The new works will be hoarded off or fenced off from the public at all times. A 2.4m minimum high plywood 
painted timber hoarding will be provided at any areas around the site where the perimeter fence/hedge is 
not deemed sufficient for safety and security reasons. Heras type fencing will be used on short term site 
boundaries where appropriate to suit the works. The hoarding alignment and specification are to be 
confirmed by the Contractor prior to commencement. 

Controlled access points to the site, in the form of gates or doors/turnstiles, will be kept locked for any 
time that these areas are not monitored (e.g. outside working hours). 
During working hours, a gateman will control traffic movements and deliveries at any active site access to 
ensure safe access and egress to & from site onto the public roads. All personnel working on site must have 
a valid Safe Pass card and be inducted by the Main Contractor with regard to site specific information. 

 

7.3 Cranes 

Tower cranes will not be required on site. Mobile cranes may be used for some activities. All materials 
being lifted by crane will be controlled by guide ropes and will only be carried out under the strict 
supervision of appropriately qualified and experienced banksmen. 

 

Any works outside of the site boundary will be subject to a method statement to be agreed with Longford 
County Council. 

 

7.4 Site Accommodation & Site Parking 

On site accommodation will consist of: 
• Staff welfare facilities (toilets, canteen, offices/meeting rooms,) 
• Materials storage areas and drop off. 

 
Temporary water supply, electricity supply and foul drainage will be required for the new facilities. 
Connections to electricity & water are available close to the site boundary. Foul drainage will need to be 
taken to a vented holding tank for regular removal by suction tanker. 

 
Limited parking for construction personnel will be provided within the site for the period of construction. 
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The site is within walking distance of Edgeworthstown Town Centre which is served by a number of 
transport routes. The contractor parking areas are to be confirmed by the Contractor prior to 
commencement. 

 

7.5 Hours of Working / Delivery Times 

Unless required otherwise by Longford County Council, it is proposed that standard construction working 
hours should apply, i.e.: 

• 7am to 6pm Monday to Friday 

• 8am to 2pm on Saturdays. 
Any works proposed outside of these periods shall be strictly by agreement with the Local Authority in 
advance. 
 

7.6 Traffic Management 

7.6.1 General 
 

The works associated with the new development will result in additional traffic on the road network with 
the vehicles for the importation of earthworks fill material and the delivery of new materials for 
construction – concrete, concrete blocks, pipes, timber, roof tiles, glazing, road surfacing materials etc. 

 
Construction traffic access for Phase 1 of the site will be via the new proposed entrance to the Estate off 
the Bracklin Park Link Road. Construction traffic access for the remaining Phases 2, - 5 inclusive will be via 
a new proposed temporary entrance off the Bracklin Road, where unit 99 is proposed to be constructed. 

 

It is proposed that unloading bays should be provided for deliveries to the site within the hoarding 
perimeter. Appropriately demarcated storage zones will be used to separate and segregate materials. 

 
All deliveries to site will be scheduled to ensure their timely arrival and avoid the need for storing large 
quantities of materials on site. The storage area is to be located at least 50m from the site access to allow 
for the possibility of traffic queueing inside the site without any interference with the public road.  
 

 
Figure 4 – View along the Bracklin Road looking toward Edgeworthstown. Site is located on the right hand side of the photo. The 
proposed temporary construction access for Phases 2 – 5 inclusive is at the location outlined in red (where unit 99 will eventually be 
constructed). Sightlines either side of this access are far in excess of the minimum sightlines required (65m).  

 

7.6.2 Contractor’s Traffic Management Plan 
 

A Traffic Management Plan will be prepared by the contractor and agreed with Longford County Council’s 
Transportation Department & An Garda Siochana, to mitigate any impact of construction on the 
surrounding road network. The Traffic Management Plan will provide for the following where required: 
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1. The contractor shall be responsible for and make good any damage to existing roads or footpaths 
caused by his own contractor’s or suppliers transport to and from the site. 

2. The contractor shall at all times keep all public and private roads, footpaths entirely free of excavated 
materials, debris, rubbish, provide vehicle wheel wash and thoroughly clean all wheels and arches of 
all vehicles as they leave the site. 

3. The contractor shall confine his activities to the area of the site occupied by the works and the builders’ 
compound, as far as practicably possible, during any particular phase of the development. 

4. Haul routes to and from the site will be defined and agreed with the Local Authority. 
5. Properly designed and designated entrance and egress points to the construction site for construction 

traffic will be used to minimize impact on external traffic. 
6. Flagmen shall be used to control the exit of construction vehicles from the site onto the public road, if 

required. 
7. Existing fire hydrants are to remain accessible as required. 

 
Suggested headings for the Contractor’s Traffic Management Plan (not exhaustive) 

• Construction Traffic Management – General Requirements 

• Traffic Safety and Control 

• Temporary Traffic Diversions & one-way systems 

• Emergency Contact Numbers and Personnel 

• Emergency Plan 

• Access Arrangements 

• Compound and Staff Parking 
 

7.6.3 Public Traffic 
 

For safety & convenience, the management of public traffic, both pedestrian & vehicular, is a key part of 
the construction management process. 

 
7.6.4 Construction Traffic 

 

The vehicles associated with the construction activities are as follows: - 
• Excavators 

• Dump trucks 

• Concrete delivery trucks 

• Concrete pumps 

• Delivery trucks – flatbed & containers 

• Mobile cranes 

• Mobile hoists 

Construction traffic access from the N4 will be limited to using the Ballymahon Road-Pound Street-
Church Street route to Bracklin Road in order to avoid construction traffic on Main Street, 
Edgeworthstown.  

 
7.6.5 Measures to Minimise Construction Vehicle Movements 

 

Construction vehicle movements will be minimised through: 
 

• Consolidation of delivery loads to/from the site and scheduling of large deliveries to site to occur 
outside of peak periods; 

• Use of precast/prefabricated materials where possible; 

• ‘Cut’ material generated by the construction works will be re-used on site where possible, through 
various accommodation works. 

• Adequate storage space on site will be provided; 

• Construction staff vehicle movements will also be minimised by promoting the use of public transport. 

• Car sharing among the construction staff following Covid-19 safety guidelines may be used to reduce 
traffic numbers. 

• Public Transport: An information leaflet to all staff as part of their induction on site highlighting the 
location of the public transport services in the vicinity of the construction site. 
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7.7 Site Security 

The Contractor will be responsible for the security of the site. The Contractor will be required to: 
• Operate a site induction process for all site staff. 

• Ensure all site staff shall have current ‘safe pass’ cards. 

• Install adequate site hoarding to the site boundary. 

• Maintain site security staff at all times. 

• Provide a safe walkway for pedestrians along the Bracklin Park Link Road at all times. 

• Ensure restricted access is maintained to the works. 

 

7.8 COVID-19 

The Contractor is to follow the latest CIF safety protocols for COVID-19 in relations to all activities on site, 
in relation to travel to & from home to site for all staff, in relation to site visitors and in relation to any other 
relevant activities connected with the construction of the development. 

 

7.9 Water Supply 

A water supply will be required for various activities on site. 
The main contractor will require a water source for the duration of the works. Water will be required for: 

• Main contractor’s welfare facilities. 

• Wheel wash and vehicle wash-down (use recycled water where feasible). 

• Dust suppression (as applicable). 

• Curing of concrete in warm weather. 

• General construction cleaning materials/equipment etc. 
There are existing public water mains on the Bracklin Road, which could be used during the construction, 
subject to Irish Water approval. 

 

7.10 Groundwater Control/De-Watering 
A detailed site investigation report for the ground conditions will be required prior to construction to verify 
precise de-watering requirements. It is not anticipated that there will be any significant de-watering required 
on site. 

 

7.11 Public Relations/Community Liaison 

The site is located circa 1km from Edgeworthstown Town Centre. The Main Contractor will be required to 
ensure that all agents, sub-contractors and suppliers act in a manner to minimise disruption to the locality. 
Construction staff will be encouraged to remove all Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and use wash 
down facilities before leaving the site. 

 
A senior site staff member should be appointed as a Liaison Manager and should be responsible for the 
following: 

• Participation and distribution of a local information leaflet on site activities. 

• Briefing as necessary with neighbours on progress and issues. 

• Liaison with the Local Council and emergency services as appropriate. 

• Liaison with An Garda Siochana, particularly in relation to traffic movements and permits. 

• Preparation of reports for the site meetings on neighbourhood issues if they arise. 
 

Efficient signage, maintenance and cleanliness of services and temporary facilities will be given high 
priority. 

 

Due to the nature of construction works, it is essential to operate Good Neighbour Policies wherever 
possible. The key aspects of the Projects Team’s good neighbour policy include: 

• Early implementation 

• Good client, staff and neighbourhood liaison. 

• Reduction of nuisance factors. 

• Clear access for neighbouring premises. 

• Clear and concise information. 

• Designated liaison officer. 
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• Working within the prescribed hours 
 

It is essential that the Good Neighbour Policy and any necessary procedures be in place before any works 
are commenced on site. 
 

     ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

The main contractor will be required to be accredited with ISO14001 Environmental Management Systems. 
The main contractor will be required to mitigate the impact of the construction works on the environment. 
Proposed measures in relation to a number of items are set out below. 

 

8.1 Noise 

Some impact of noise is likely to occur as a result of the construction activity. Construction work is of a 
temporary nature and the resulting noise levels are usually acceptable, subject to typical management and 
time control procedures which are common to most development projects. 

 
Construction plant used on site will comply with the relevant Irish regulations in relation to noise and 
vibration requirements. 

 

Noise will be minimized as far as possible, by limiting the use of compressors and other plant to stated 
hours and by fitting and use of silencing devices wherever practicable. Attention should be paid to the 
recommendations given in the latest version of BS 5228. ‘Noise Control on construction & Open Sites’ & BS 
6187 Code of Practice for Demolition. 

 
8.1.1 Noise Mitigation Measures 

 

The following noise management measures shall be implemented at the site from the outset of site 

activities to control and manage noise levels during the construction phase of the proposed development: 

 

• An independent acoustic consultant shall be engaged by the contractor prior to the commencement 
of site activities to ensure that standard noise mitigation measures are implemented and to prepare 
a site-specific Construction Phase Noise Management Plan. The Plan shall be submitted to Longford 
County Council for approval as required. 

• The nominated contractor shall appoint a designated person to manage all environmental complaints 
including noise and vibration. 

• A noise complaint procedure shall be implemented in which the details of any noise related complaint 
are logged, investigated and where required, measures are taken to ameliorate the source of the noise 
complaint. 

• Appropriate signage shall be erected on all access roads in the vicinity of the site to inform HGV drivers 
that engines shall not be left idling for prolonged periods and that the use of horns shall be banned at 
all times. 

• HGV’s queuing on any local or public road shall not be permitted and it shall be the responsibility of 
site management to ensure this policy is enforced. 

• All onsite generator units (if required) used to supply electricity to the site shall be silenced models or 
enclosed and located away from any receptor. 

• The site compound shall be located at a point on site furthest away from any existing residential 
development. 

• Mains power shall be used to supply electricity to all site offices and site lighting at the earliest 
instance. 

• The use of generators during the night-time shall be avoided. 
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8.1.2 Construction Phase Noise Control & Mitigation 
 

The following shall be implemented to mitigate construction noise impacts in order to ensure that the 
construction phase of the development does not have an unacceptable impact on sensitive receptors: 

 

• A strictly enforced noise management programme shall be implemented at the site from the outset 
of construction activities. 

• The Developer shall appoint an acoustic consultant independent of the Contractor to conduct routine 
noise audit surveys which shall be conducted at the baseline noise monitoring locations throughout 
the construction phase of the development to assess the effectiveness and implementation of the 
specific Construction Phase noise mitigation measures detailed in this document. 

• The principal of controlling noise at source shall be implemented at the site. Best practice mitigation 
techniques as specified in BS 5228:2009+A1 2014 – Noise and Vibration Control on Construction and 
Open Sites shall be implemented during the construction phase and are detailed in this Section. 

• Noisy stationary equipment shall be sited away from sensitive site boundaries as far as practicable. 

• Where reasonable, practicable, noisy plant or activities shall be replaced by less noisy alternatives if 
noise breaches and/or complaints occur. 

• Proper use of plant with respect to minimising noise emissions and regular maintenance will be 
required. 

• All vehicles and mechanical plant will be fitted with effective exhaust silencers and will be maintained 
in good efficient order 

• Where noisy plant is required to operate in work areas next to residential houses low noise plant 
options will be used wherever practicable. 

• Dumpers and any plant used for moving materials around the site will have high performance exhaust 
silencers. 

• Selected use of rubber-tyred equipment over steel track equipment where practicable. 

• The use of inherently quiet plant is required where appropriate – all compressors and generators will 
be “sound reduced” or “super silent” models fitted with properly lined and sealed acoustic covers, 
which will be kept closed whenever the machines are in use, and all ancillary pneumatic percussive 
tools will be fitted with mufflers or silencers of the type recommended by the manufacturers. 

• All compressors, generators and pumps shall be silenced models fitted with properly lined and sealed 
acoustic covers or enclosures, which will be kept closed whenever the machines are in use. 

• All pneumatic percussive tools such as pneumatic hammers shall be fitted with dampers, mufflers or 
silencers of the type recommended by the manufacturer. 

• Fixed items of plant shall be electrically powered in preference to being diesel or petrol driven. 
• Vehicles and mechanical plant utilised on site for any activity associated with the works shall be fitted 

with effective exhaust silencers and shall be maintained in good working order and operated in a 
manner such that noise emissions are controlled and limited as far as reasonably practicable. 

• Any plant, equipment or items fitted with noise control equipment found to be defective in shall not 
be operated until repaired / replaced. 

• Machines in intermittent use shall be shut down in the intervening periods between works or throttled 
down to a minimum during periods when not in use. 

• Static noise emitting equipment operating continuously shall be housed within suitable acoustic 
enclosure, where appropriate. 

• All excavator mounted pneumatic breakers used for demolition and ground breaking activities shall 
be fitted with effective dampeners and /or enclosed within a noise adsorbing blanket structure to 
minimise noise emissions. 

• Site activities shall be staggered when working in proximity to any receptor, that is concrete cutting 
and rock breaking should where possible. This proposed method of working will provide effective 
noise management of site activities to ensure that any receptor is not exposed to unacceptably high 
levels of noise over extended periods. 

• Excessive reviving of all vehicles shall be avoided. 

• Unnecessary dropping of heavy items onto ground surfaces shall be banned. 

• The use of an excavator bucket to break up slabs of concrete or tarmacadam shall not be permitted. 
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• The dragging of materials such as steel covers, plant or excavated materials along ground surfaces 
shall not be permitted. 

• The use of acoustic screens to attenuate noise at source shall be implemented as deemed necessary. 

• Plant Reversing Alarms: Where reasonably practicable and deemed safe by risk assessment, taking 
into account onsite hazards and working environment, the tonal reversing alarms of mobile plant shall 
be replaced with broadband alarms. 

• A nominated person from the Project Management team will be appointed to liaise with local 
residents and businesses regarding noise nuisance events. 

• In the event of the requirement for out of hours work to occur which will involve the generation of 
noise levels that are predicted to exceed out of hours noise limit criteria, Longford County Council shall 
be immediately notified prior to the works commencing. 

• A nominated person from the Project Management team will be appointed to liaise with and inform 
local residents and Longford County Council regarding out of hours works. 

• An independent acoustic consultant shall review the implementation of the recommended mitigation 
measures on a monthly basis. 

 

8.1.3 Construction Phase Vibration Control & Mitigation 
 

The following specific vibration mitigation and control measures shall be implemented during the 
construction phase: 
 

• Breaking out concrete elements using low vibration tools 

• Choosing alternative, lower-impact equipment or methods wherever possible 

• Scheduling the use of vibration-causing equipment, such as jackhammers, at the least sensitive 
time of day 

• Routing, operating or locating high vibration sources as far away from sensitive areas as possible 

• Sequencing operations so that vibration causing activities do not occur simultaneously 

• Isolating the equipment causing the vibration on resilient mounts 

• Keeping equipment well maintained. 
• Confining vibration-generating operations to the least vibration-sensitive part of the day which could 

be when the background disturbance is highest 

• A nominated person from the Project Management team will be appointed to liaise with local 
residents and businesses regarding vibrational nuisance events. 

• An independent acoustic consultant shall review the implementation of the recommended mitigation 
measures on a monthly basis. 

• In order to ensure that site construction activities are conducted to minimise the vibration impacts on 
the receiving environment, structural vibration monitoring shall be conducted during the course of 
the project works. 

• The transient vibration guide values for cosmetic damage as specified in British Standard BS 7385:, 
Evaluation and measurement for vibration in buildings, Part 2 1993 Guide to damage levels arising 
from ground borne vibration is 15 mm/sec Peak Component Particle Velocity at 4 Hz increasing to 20 
mm/sec at 15 Hz. This limit value rises to 50 mm/sec at frequencies of 40 Hz and greater. The applied 
conservative limit of 12.5 mm/sec PPV (peak particle velocity) applied for this assessment is 
significantly lower than these levels. 
 

8.2 Dust & Air Quality 

The Contractor’s proposals are to include dust control measures in accordance with best practice and 
with reference to the following: 
 

• Air Pollution Act 1987 

• BS 6187: Code of Practice for Demolition 
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In order to ensure that adverse air quality impacts are minimised during the construction phase and 
that the potential for soiling of property and amenity and local public roads is minimised, the 
following mitigation measures shall be implemented during the course of all construction activities: 
 
 

• Avoid unnecessary vehicle movements and manoeuvring, and limit speeds on site so as to 
minimise the generation of airborne dust. 

• Use of rubble chutes and receptor skips during construction activities. 

• During dry periods, dust emissions from heavily trafficked locations (on and off site) will be 
controlled by spraying surfaces with water and wetting agents. 

• Hard surface roads will be swept to remove mud and aggregate materials from their surface while 
any un-surfaced roads will be restricted to essential site traffic only. 

• Re-suspension in the air of spillages material from trucks entering or leaving the site will be 
prevented by limiting the speed of vehicles within the site to 10kmh and by use of a mechanical 
road sweeper. 

• The overloading of tipper trucks exiting the site shall not be permitted. 

• Aggregates will be transported to and from the site in covered trucks. 

• Where the likelihood of windblown fugitive dust emissions is high and during dry weather 
conditions, dusty site surfaces will be sprayed by a mobile tanker bowser. 

• Wetting agents shall be utilised to provide a more effective surface wetting procedure. 

• Exhaust emissions from vehicles operating within the construction site, including trucks, excavators, 
diesel generators or other plant equipment, will be controlled by the contractor by ensuring that 
emissions from vehicles are minimised by routine servicing of vehicles and plant, rather than just 
following breakdowns; the positioning of exhausts at a height to ensure adequate local dispersal of 
emissions, the avoidance of engines running unnecessarily and the use of low emission fuels. 

• All plant not in operation shall be turned off and idling engines shall not be permitted for excessive 
periods. 

• Material handling systems and site stockpiling of materials will be designed and laid out to minimise 
exposure to wind. Water misting or sprays will be used as required if particularly dusty activities are 
necessary during dry or windy periods. 

• Material stockpiles containing fine or dusty elements including top soils shall be covered with 
tarpaulins. 

• Where drilling or pavement cutting, grinding or similar types of stone finishing operations are taking 
place, measures to control dust emissions will be used to prevent unnecessary dust emissions by the 
erection of wind breaks or barriers. All concrete cutting equipment shall be fitted with a water 
dampening system. 

• A programme of air quality monitoring shall be implemented at the site boundaries for the duration 
of construction phase activities to ensure that the air quality standards relating to dust deposition and 
PM10 are not exceeded. Where levels exceed specified air quality limit values, dust generating 
activities shall immediately cease and alternative working methods shall be implemented. 

• A complaints log shall be maintained by the construction site manager and in the event of a complaint 
relating to dust nuisance, an investigation shall be initiated. 

• Dust netting and site hoarding shall be installed along the north, south, east and western site 
boundaries to minimise fugitive windblown dust emissions falling on third party lands and existing 
residential areas. 
 

A dust minimisation plan will be formulated for the construction phase of the project. The Contactor 
will put in place a regime for monitoring dust levels in the vicinity of the site during the works using 
the Bergerhoff Method. Then minimum criteria to be maintained shall be the limit specified by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for licensed facilities in Ireland which is 350mg/m2/day as a 
30- day average. 
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8.3 Protection to wildlife 

In order to reduce the levels of disturbance to wildlife during the construction phase of the 
project, from noise, vibration, dust, air quality and traffic effects, the following mitigation 
measures should be implemented: 
 

• Noise screens should be used during construction, 

• Turn off machinery when not in use, 

• Ensure staff are aware of parking area, 

• Provide staff with alternative transport such as bicycles and to ensure deliveries are not 
queuing outside the site, 
 
 

• Avoid unnecessary vehicle movements and manoeuvring, and limit speeds on site so as to 
minimise the generation of airborne dust, 

• Use of rubble chutes and receptor skips during construction activities, 

• During dry periods, dust emissions from heavily trafficked locations (on and off site) will be 
controlled by spraying surfaces with water and wetting agents, 

• Aggregates will be transported to and from the site in covered trucks, 
• Lighting: Lighting design and intensity should be controlled to protect bats in the evening & at 

night. Use down-lighting and low intensity lights (sodium lamps). Construction equipment such 
as cranes should be sensitively lit to allow birds to see them at night. 
 
The advice of an ecologist should be obtained in relation to the above.  
 

8.4 Pollution Control 

Prior to the commencement of construction, the appointed contractor will be required to obtain 
formal agreement from the Local Authority on pollution prevention measures as well as the overall 
approach and emergency procedures for all construction stages. 
Contractors will have regard to the following best practice guidelines to ensure that water bodies are 
adequately protected from construction work: 

• Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA) C649: Control of water pollution 
from linear construction projects: Technical guidance (Murnane et al. 2006) 

• CIRIA C649: Control of water pollution from linear construction projects: Site guide (Murnane et al. 
2006) 

 
This plan will provide precise details on methods to prevent sediment or pollutants from leaving the 
construction site in line with the notes below: 
 

8.4.1 General 
 

• Construction methods used should be tailored to reduce, as much as possible, dust and noise 
pollution. 

• In order to prevent the accidental release of hazardous materials (fuels, paints, cleaning agents, etc.) 
during site activity, all hazardous materials should be stored within secondary containment designed 
to retain at least 110% of the storage contents. Temporary bunds for oil/diesel storage tanks should 
be used on the site during the construction phase of the project. Safe materials handling of all 
potentially hazardous materials should be emphasised to all construction personnel employed during 
each phase of the project. 

• Prior to the commencement of demolition and construction, details will be provided for locations and 
safe-guards for refuelling of machinery, machine servicing, concrete-mixing, etc. 

• Comprehensive traffic management procedures, including the provision of access to all roads, and 
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access/egress points should be prepared and agreed with the Local Authority. These traffic 
management measures should be implemented at times when traffic disruption may be experienced. 

• Road sweeping and/or wheel wash facilities should be provided, as required. 
• All oils/diesel stored on site for construction equipment are to be located in appropriately bunded 

areas. 

• The location and size of stockpile areas for sands and gravel will be specified and identified on the 
maps. 

• Sediment runoff will be minimised by standard engineering measures including sediment skirts 
around soil stockpiles, sediment retention barriers in surface water drains and the use of adequate 
construction roads. 
 

8.4.2 Surface Water Drainage & Ground Water Control 
 

A method statement is to be prepared by the contractor and if necessary agreed with  Longford County 
Council prior to commencement of the works, detailing the measures to be taken to ensure that no 
water run-off from the site occurs during the construction period. Run-off control measures to 
include the following: 

• Dewatering measures should only be employed where necessary. 

• For groundwater encountered during construction phase, mitigation measures will include; 
- Dewatering by pumping to a soakaway. 

• Excluding contaminating materials such as fuels and hydrocarbons from sensitive parts of the site 

• i.e. highly vulnerable groundwater areas. 

• If concrete mixing is carried out on site, the mixing plant should be sited in a designated area with 

an impervious surface. 

• Existing surface drainage channels within the site that serve adjacent lands should be retained 

where possible to prevent causing increased flooding impacts. 

• Any surface water sewer connections should be made under the supervision of the Local 

Authority/Irish Water and checked prior to commissioning. 

• New onsite surface water drains should be tested and surveyed prior to commissioning to prevent 

any possibility of ingress of ground water. 

• All surface water manholes and drains will be inspected and where necessary sealed to ensure that 
uncontrolled ground water inflow does not occur. 

• Filters and silt traps will be used to prevent rain washing silts and other materials into the surface 
water network and creating blockages. 

• Areas surrounding the site are to be protected as necessary from sedimentation and erosion due to 
direct surface water runoff generated onsite during construction phase. To prevent this from 
occurring surface water discharge from the site will be managed and controlled for the duration of 
the construction works, as noted in the points above, until the permanently surface water drainage 
system of the proposed site is complete. 

• Regular inspections of de-watering settlement tanks, if used, are to be carried out and additional 
treatment used if settlement is not adequate. 

• Bunded areas will be created for the storage or use of any fuels, oils, greases, cement, etc. 

• Emergency spill kits will be kept close to the works. 
 

8.4.3 Soil 
 

• If un-contaminated, any existing topsoil will be retained on site to be used for the proposed 
development. Topsoil should be stored in an appropriate manner on site for the duration of the 
construction works and protected for re-use on completion of the main site works. 

• During the demolition and construction phase, all excavations and exposed sub-soils in open cuts will 
be blinded and protected with clean broken stone as soon as possible after exposing the subsoil in 
order to prevent erosion. 
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8.4.4 Harmful Materials 
 

Harmful materials shall be stored on site for use in connection with the construction works only. 
These materials shall be stored in a controlled manner. Where on site fuelling facilities are used there 
shall be bunded filling area using a double bunded steel tank at a minimum. 
 

8.5 Reinstatement / Road Cleaning 

8.5.1 Construction Stage 
 

Prior to the works commencing, detailed photographic surveys (condition schedules) of adjoining 
walls, roads, footpaths, fences etc. is to be prepared. Copies of the relevant parts are to be made 
available to adjoining owners and Longford County Council. This record will form the basis of 
assessing repairs to adjoining areas in the future should a dispute arise as to their cause. Roadways 
are to be kept clean of muck and other debris. A road sweeping truck is to be provided if necessary 
to ensure that this is so. 
 

8.5.2 On Completion 
 

Reinstatement at completion of the works will involve: 
• Testing and cleaning of all watermains in the development to the requirements of the Irish Water / 

Longford County Council prior to connection to the public watermain. This will reduce the risk of 
contamination to the public water supply when the new network is connected to the system. 

• Repair of any damage to any adjacent public roadways, kerbs, grass verges etc. in accordance with 
Longford County Council requirements. 

• Reinstatement of all excavations to the requirements of Longford County Council. 

• Leaving the area in a neat and clean condition, removing all deleterious materials that may have been 
deposited during construction works. 
 

     MONITORING & PROTECTION OF NEIGHBOURING PROPERTIES 
 

A monitoring regime will be put in place to protect neighbours & neighbouring properties with a full 
and detailed vibration, noise, dust and groundwater monitoring regime put in place for the duration 
of the works. 
 

9.1 Monitoring Works Specialist 

The Contractor will appoint a competent person to be referred to as the Surveying, Instrumentation 
and Monitoring Subcontractor (MSC) and together with them will prepare and maintain the 
vibration, noise, dust and groundwater monitoring plan, for the agreement/approval of the Client, 
Employers Representative and the Technical Advisors. 
 

9.2 Condition Schedules 

The MSC will be responsible for preparing or organising the preparation of condition surveys of 
surrounding buildings, walls, hardstanding area etc. prior to the carrying out of any works on site. 
Extent of surveys to be agreed. 
 
The condition surveys shall be carried out to a level of detail, suitable to the nature and extent of 
conditions encountered in order to obtain an understanding of the general structural condition of 
the property/structure and/or external environments. 
 

9.3 Movement & Vibration Monitoring 

Movement & vibration monitoring of adjoining areas are not deemed to be required given the nature 
of the works and the site location. 
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9.4 Noise & Dust Monitoring / Control: 

Refer to Section 8.1 & 8.2 of this report for details. 
 

9.5 Recording: 

The MSC will monitor, collate and report on noise & dust in report format, on a monthly basis, 
increased to weekly during critical activities. 

 
 
 
END OF REPORT 


